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STATE OF WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF
David J. Stute

Director One East Main gt?g;t

P.0. Box 2536

Madlson Wi 53701-2536

-(608) 266-1304

e ‘ FAX (608) 266-3830

July 22’ 1999 Ieg.councﬂ@legus.slate.m.us

TO: * SENATOR BRIAN D.RUDE

FROM: | MarkyAPatronskﬂy, Senior Staff Attorney

SUBJECT:  Draft Legislation Regarding the Repair, Maintenancc or Reconstruction of Fixed
Houseboats

Attached to this memorandum MlS a copy of WLICS: 0177/1, a bill draft prepared according

to your request for legislation to allow the maintenance of certain fixed houseboats. A “fixed
houseboat” is defined in s. 30 .01 (1r), Stats., as follows:

“Fixed houseboat” means a structure not actually used for
navigation which extends beyond the ordinary high—~water mark of a
navigable waterway and is retained in place either by cables to the
shoreline or by anchors or spudpoles attached to the bed of the
waterway.

The current statutes restrict the construction and maintenance of fixed houseboats and
boathouses. A ‘copy of current s. 30.121, Stats., is included as an attachment to this memorandum.

Under the current statute, a boathouse or fixed houseboat may not be constructed or placed -
below the ordinary high-water mark of any navigable waterway after December 16, 1979 (the date
that the statute took effect). The “ordinary high-water mark” is the line along a lakeshore or stream
bank where the water leaves some distinct mark. This mark can consist of signs of erosion,
destruction of vegetation, the change from aquatic to terrestrial vegetation or other similar charac-
teristics. A boathouse or a fixed houseboat extending below the ordinary high-water mark that was
constructed before that time may be repaired or maintained if the cost of the repair or maintenance
does not exceed 50% of the equalized assessed value of the boathouse or fixed houseboat. An
alternate method of making this calculation is provided in the statute if the boathouse or fixed
houseboat is not subject to assessment. Rules promulgated by the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) in ch. NR 325, Wis. Adm. Code, contain procedures for application of the
cost-of-repair limits to individual boathouses and fixed houseboats. (A copy of ch. NR 325 is
included as an attachment to this memorandum.)

The effect of this statute is that a boathouse or fixed houseboat that requires repair or
maintenance beyond the cost threshold may no longer be repaired or maintained. If the boathouse
or fixed houseboat falls into disrepair, is abandoned or obstructs navigation DNR may order the
owner to remove it or the DNR may, under certain circumstances, provide for the removal.



. WLCS: 0177/1 modifies the current-statu by limiting it to boathouses. All references to
fixed houseboats are deleted. The reastm#;. change is that the current statute contains a
number of provisions that apply only to boathouses, and not to fixed houseboats. The statutes will

be substantially easier to understand if boathouses and fixed houseboats are covered by separate
sections of the statutes. :

The draft replaces “beyond” with “below” in all occurrences of the phrase “below the
ordinary high-water mark of any navigable waterway.” This clarifies that the statute applies to a
boathouse or fixed houseboat that is constructed or placed on the water side of the ordinary high-
water mark. The draft also amends the current statute fo eliminate the grant of authority for the
DNR to promulgate rules. State agencies have a general grant of rule-making authority under s.
227.11, Stats., for programs within their jurisdiction. :

WLCS: 0177/1 creates a new statute that establishes regulations for fixed houseboats. The
draft retains the December 16, 1979 date after which no fixed houseboat may be constructed or
placed below the ordinary high-water mark of a navigable waterway. The proposed statute allows
the owner of a fixed houseboat constructed on or before that-date to repair, maintain or reconstruct
the fixed houseboat. In a nonstatutory provision of the draft, any repair, maintenance or recon-
struction of a fixed houseboat since December 16, 1979 is approved, even though it may not have
complied with current s. 30.121, Stats. Also, for any reconstruction after the effective date of the
legislation (the day after the legislation, as passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor,
is published in the official state newspaper) may only occur within the dimensions of the structure
that existed on the effective date of the legislation.

A key difference between the proposed statute for fixed houseboats and the existing statute
is deletion of the word “riparian” in the authorization for maintenance. The current statute allows
maintenance by a “riparian owner” of a boathouse or a fixed houseboat. The apparent intent of this
language is to allow only riparian property owners to maintain a boathouse or fixed houseboat.
Some of the fixed houseboats along the Mississippi River are not adjacent to property that is owned
by the owner of the fixed houseboat. Therefore, the word “riparian” is omitted from proposed s.
30.1215 (2) (a) and (b), Stats.

A further difference between the proposed statute and the current statute is that the provi-
sion in the current statute regarding structures listed on the National or State Register of Historic
Places is omitted with respect to fixed houseboats. Under the current statute, this provision appears
to have the effect of allowing maintenance of boathouses or fixed houseboats that are listed on the
National or State Register of Historic Places. This provision is not necessary in the new statute as
it applies to fixed houseboats because maintenance, repair or reconstruction of fixed houseboats is
permitted.

If I can provide further information or assistance with redrafting WLCS: 0177/1, please

fecl free to contact me.

MCP:ksm;tlu
Attachments



Section 30.121, Stats.

30.121 Regulation of boathouses and houseboats. (2) PROHIBITIONS. After December
16, 1979 no boathouse or fixed houseboat may be constructed or placed beyond the ordinary high—
water mark of any navigable waterway.

(3) MAINTENANCE. The riparian owner of any boathouse or fixed houseboat extending
beyond the ordinary high—water mark of any navigable waterway may repair and maintain the boat-
house or fixed houseboat if the cost of the repair or maintenance does not exceed 50% of the equal-
ized assessed value of the boathouse or fixed houseboat. If the boathouse or fixed houseboat is not
subject to assessment, the owner may make repairs if the cost of the repair or maintenance does not
exceed 50% of the current fair market value of the boathouse or fixed houseboat.

(3m) EXCEPTION; CERTAIN SINGLE-STORY BOATHOUSES. Notwithstanding subs. (2) and (3),
.a person may construct, repair or maintain a single—story boathouse over an authorized waterway
enlargement if:

(a) The boathouse does not extend beyond the ordinary high—water mark as it existed prior
to the creation of the enlargement;

(b) The boathouse covers the entire enlargement; and
(c) Living quarters or plumbing fixtures are not constructed in the boathouse.

(3r) EXCEPTION; DAMAGES AFTER JANUARY 1, 1984. Subsections (2) and (3) do not apply to \
the repair or reconstruction of a damaged boathouse if the boathouse was damaged by violent wind,
vandalism or fire and if the damage occurs after January 1, 1984.

(4) MAJOR REPAIR, ABANDONED STRUCTURES AND OBSTRUCTIONS TO NAVIGATION. The owner
of aboathouse or a fixed houseboat which extends beyond the ordinary high-water mark of any navi-
gable waterway and which is in a major state of disrepair or is a material obstruction to navigation
may be ordered by the department to remove the structure from the waterway. The department shall
follow the procedures set forth in s. 30.03 (4) (a) for ordering removal of a structure. If such a struc-
ture is abandoned and the department, after due diligence, cannot locate the owner, the department
shall utilize the procedures set forth in s. 31.187 (1) for removing the abandoned structure.

(5) AppLICABILITY. Boathouses or fixed houseboats owned by the state or by local units of
government shall comply with this section. This section does not apply to any structure listed on
the national register of historic places in Wisconsin or the state register of historic places.

(6) RULEs. The department may promulgate rules deemed necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of this section. The rules may not govern the aesthetic features or color of boathouses.

(7) PENALTIES. Any person who constructs, owns or maintains a boathouse or fixed house-
boat in violation of this section or in violation of any order issued under this section shall forfeit not
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less than $10 nor more than $50 for each offense. Each day a structure exists in violation of this
section constitutes a separate offense.



17 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

NR 325.07

Chapter NR 325

MAINTENANCE, REPAIR AND REMOVAL PROCEDURES FOR ~
BOATHOUSES AND FIXED HOUSEBOATS ON NAVIGABLE WATERWAYS

32501
325102
325.03
325.05 .
325.06 Repair and maintenance cost
325065 ‘Exemption from 50% repair limitations
32507  Certification procedure

EEFEEEY

Mamtemnogand repair cost.certification information -

NR 32508

NR 32509 -Prohibitions -

NR 32510 No permit fiecessary ’ ‘

NR 32511 Removalpiocedure for abandoned boathodses or fixed houséboats
NR .325.12 - Removal procedure for disrepaired or obstructing boathouses or
NR 32513 Other enforcement

NR 325.01 Purpose. These rules-are promulgated pursuant
to ss. 30.121and 227.11 (2) (a) and (b), Stats., in order to establish
a valuation program for boathouses and fixed bouseboats, to de-
fine terms used ins; 30.121, Stats., and 6thertérms Hicessary to
the administration-of s. 30::121, Stats., and these rules, and to es-
tablish -proceduires for certification of maintenanée -and zepair
costs, and procedures for the department to use in-obtaining re-
moval of abandoned boathouses and fixed housebpats or boat-
houses which materially obstruct navigation. ety

History: ‘Cr. Register, August, 1980, No. 296,¢ff.9-1-80; correction made un-
der 5. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, October, 1995, No. 478.
. ceoo ¥t

NR 325.02 Applicability. These rules apply to boathiouses
and fixed houseboats that extend beyond the ordinary highwater

mark of navigable waterways. -
History: Gt Register, August, 1980, No. 296, eff. 9-1-80.

NR 325.03 Definitions. (1) “Abandoned” means the relin-
quishment of possession of a boathouse or fixed houseboat by the
owner with indications of intent to terminate ownership, which
may be evidenced by several factors such as the failure to act to
mainfain or repair boathouses or fixed houseboats that are inama-
jor state of disrepair. :

(2) “Boathouse” means a permanent structure used for the
storage of watercrafts and associated materials and includes all
structures which are totally enclosed, have roofs or walls or any
combination of structural parts. For purposes of this chapter, the
term boathouse does not include shore stations or boathouses
which are removed from a waterway on an annual basis.

(3) “Constructed or placed” means:

(a) The original erection of a boathouse or the original place-
ment of a fixed houseboat beyond the ordinary highwater mark of
any navigable waterway; or

(b) The building of additions to existing boathouses or existing
fixed houseboats; or

(c) Therelocation of a boathouse or a fixed houseboat beyond
the ordinary highwater mark of any navigable waterway at a loca-
tion different from its location at the date of this act; or

(d) The conversion of a boathouse or fixed houseboat in a man-

ner to allow permanent or temporary human habitation after De-
cember 15, 1979.

(4) “Current value” means the equalized assessed value as de-
termined by s. 70.32, Stats., o, if not assessed, its current fair mar-
ket valuc as ccrtified by a competent appraiser using standard real
estate appraisal techniques. If assessed, but the assessment for the
boathouse or fixed houseboat cannot be separately distinguished
from the general property assessment, the current value shall be
the current fair market value as set forth above.

(5) “Fixed houseboat” means a structure not actually used for
navigation which extends beyond the ordinary highwater mark of
a navigable waterway and is retained in place either by cables at-

tached to tie shoreline or by anchiors or spudpoles attiched to the
bed of the waterway. ... . w i
(6) “Major state of disrepair” means a state of damage or dete-

. rioration, such that:the repair or replacement thereof would ex-

ceed 50% of its current yalue. ..

(7) “National, state or local historical landmark” ‘means a
structure listed in or determined eligible for listing.in the national
registry ofhistorical places or in a local municipal historical pres-
ervation ordinance by using procedures prescribed by the Wiscon-
sin state historical society. o -

{8) “Notactually used for navigation™ means that, while possi-
bly floatable and maneuverable, the primary purpose is not navi-
gation. - . :

History: Cr. Register, August, 1980, No. 206, ff. 9-1-80,

NR 325.04 Severability. History: Cr. Register, August, ‘1980, No. 296, eff.
9-1-80; r. under s. 13.93 (2m) (b} 16., Stats., Register, October, 1995, No. 478.

NR 325.05 Current value. An owner wishing to repair or
maintain a boathouse or fixed houseboat shall provide to the de-
partment proof of its current value.

History: Cr. Register, August, 1980, No. 296, cff. 9-1-80.

NR 325.06 Repair and maintenance cost. (1) Owners
of boathouses or fixed houseboats shall obtain a certification from
the department that all needed repair and maintenance costs total
less than 50% of the current valuation of the structure prior to per-
formance of the maintenance of repairs.

{2) If all needed repair and maintenance costs total less than
10% of the current value, the owner does not need to apply to the
department for a certification pursuant to this chapter. However,
any such owner shall maintain a record of the current value at the
time of repair and the costs of all needed repairs and maintenance
and shall submit such records to the department upon request.

History: Cr. Register, August, 1980, No. 296, eff. 9-1-80.

NR 325.065 Exemption from 50% repair limitation.
The limitation on repairing only 50% of the current value of a
boathouse or fixed houseboat shall not be applicable to any such
structure damaged by violent wind, vandalism or fire.

History: Cr. Register, August, 1989, No. 296, eff. 9-1-80.

NR 325.07 Cettification procedure. (1) Except as pro-
vided for in s. NR 325.06 (2), owners of boathouses or fixed
houseboats wishing to perform maintenance or repairs shall re-
quest certification that all required maintenance and repairs do not
exceed 50% of the current value. The request for certification shall
be made to the department district director of the district within
which the boathouse or fixed houseboat is located and shall con-
tain the information set forth in ss. NR 325.05 and 325.08.

(2) The department shall review the information submitted by
the applicant for certification and shall inspect the boathouse or
fixed houseboat.

Register, October, 1995, No. 478



NR 325.07

(3) The department shall within 60 days issue a certification
as requested if the department agrees with the estimates of all
needed repair or maintenance costs and finds that all needed main-
tenance or repairs are less than 50% of the current value.

(4) If the department disagrees with either the cost estimate for
all needed maintenance or repairs or the current value it may-ob-
tain independent estimates of such cost or current value. The de-
partment shall issue the requested certification if the independent
estimates for costs of all needed maintenance or repairs and cur-
rent value are less than 50% of the current value. -

(5) The department shall deny requested certification if either
the independent.or applicant’s. estimates of .costs for all needed
maintenance or repairs exceeds 50% of the current value and shall
declare the boathouse or fixed houseboit to be in a major state of
disrepair. Any owner denied certification ' may review the denial
pursuant to s. 227.42, Stats.

History: Cr. Register, August, 1980, No. 296, cff. 9-1-80; correction In (5)
made under 5. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, October, 1995, No. 478.

NR 325.08 Maintenance and repair cost certification
information. ©= (1)  ReQumeDp INFORMATION. Plans or
photographs with a locational sketch shall be preépared by thé ap*
plicant showing the following information for use by the depart-
ment. - . Ao e :

: (a) Eocation. " The waterway upon which the boathouse or
fixed houseboat is located, the legal description of the adjacent
property and directions to the site shall be pravided.

(b) Owneror lessee. The owner or lessee’s name, address, fire
number (if available) and telephone number shall be provided.

(¢) Features. Information about the following features and
their state of repair shall be provided as a part of the required certi-
fication information:

. Boathouses

Foundations

Structural framework

Siding

Roofing

Presence and description of living quarters, if any

. Fixed houseboats . :

Devices used to secure the fixed houseboat to the bank or

PN AL TR -

. Floatation devices

. Superstructure framework

. Siding

Roof

Presence and description of living quarters, if any

moan g

Register, October, 1995, No. 478

.

WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 18

(2) STATEMENT OF MAINTENANCE OR REPAIRS. The applicant
shall provide a statement of all needed maintenance or repair
items regardless of whether the maintenance or repair will be done
within one year of the statement. An estimate of labor and material
cost associated with those items shall be submitted. Estimates
may be prepared by the applicant or by a contractor or contractors
representing the applicant. Volunteer labor shall be valued at the
prévailing minimum wage rate.

History: Cr. Register, August, 1980, No. 296, eff. 9-1-80.

NR 325.09 Prohibitions. After December 15, 1979 the
construction or placement of boathouses or fixed houseboats on
the bed of navigable waterways is prohibited.

History: Cr. Register, August, 1980, No. 296, eff. 9-1-80.

NR 325.10 No permit necessary. No permit is necessary
pursuant to s. 30.12, Stats., for the maintenance and repair of boat-
houses and fixed houseboats. :

History: Cr. Register; August, 1980, No. 296, €ff. 9-1-80.

NR 325.11 Removal procedure for abandoned boat-
houses or fixed houseboats. (1) Upon complaint or upon
its own motion the department shall initiate the process set forth
in s. 29.04, Stats., for the removal of abandoned boathouses or

fixed houseboats.

(2) The department prior to removal shall issue a 60 day notice
to the owner of the boathouse or fixed houseboat if the owner can
be reasonably ascertained. :

(3) If the owner cannot be determined, the department shall
publish a class 3 notice pursuant to ch. 985, Stats,

(4) After the 60 day period of notification to the owner or one
week after the last insertion pursuant to ch. 985, Stats., has passed,
the department shall remove abandoned boathouses or fixed
houseboats.

History: Cr. Register, August, 1980, No. 296, cff. 9-1-80.

NR 325.12 Removal procedure for disrepaired or ob-
structing boathouses or fixed houseboats. Upon com-
plaint or upon its own motion the department shall order the re-
moval of boathouses or fixed houseboats which materially
obstruct navigation or are in a major state of disrepair pursuant to
the provisions of s. 30.03 (4) (a), Stats.

History: Cr. Register, August, 1980, No. 296, ¢ff. 9-1-80.

NR 325.13 Other enforcement. Forfeitures and abate-
ment for violations of s. 30.121, Stats., and this chapter may also
be prosecuted by the department pursuant to the provisions of ss.
23.50, 23.79 and 30.03 (1) or (2), Stats.

History: Cr. Register, August, 1980, No. 296, cff. 9-1-80.
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AN A.CT to amend 30.01 (Ir) and 30.121 (title), (2), (3), (3m) (a) and (4) to (7); and fo
create 30.1215 of the statutes; relating to: the repair, maintenance or reconstruction

of ﬁxed houseboats.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and_assembly, do enact as
folloWS' -

SECTION 1. 30 01 (1r) of the statutes is amended to read
30.01 (lr) “leed houseboat” means a structure not actually used for navngatlon which

e*tends—beyeﬂd is constructed or placed below the ordmary hxgh—water mark of a navigable

waterway and is retamed in place elther by cables to the shefelme shore or by anchors or

spudpoles attached to the bed of the waterway

SEcTiON 2. 30.121 (title), (2), (3), (3m) (a) and (4) to (7) of the statutes are amended
to read:

30.121 (tltle) Regulation of boathouses aad—houseboats

(2) (title) ProHmIBFFIONS PROHIBITION. After December 16 1979 no boathouse orfixed

houseboat may be constructed or placed beyoad below the ordmary hlgh—water mark of any

navigable waterway.

(3) MAINTENANCE. The riparian owner of any boathouse orfixed-housebeat extending
beyond below the ordinary high-water mark of any navigable waterway may repair and
maintain the boathouse or-fixed housebest if the cost of the repair or maintenance does not
exceed 50% of the equalized assessed value of the boathouse er-fixed-houseboat. If the

boathouse orfixed houseboat is not subject to assessment, the owner may make repairs if the
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cost of the repair or maintenance does not exceed 50% of the current fair market value of the
boathouse or-fixed-housebeat.

(3m) (a) The boathouse does:‘ not extend beyond below the ordinary high—water mark
as it existed prior’ to the éfeétion of the enlargement; : |

(4) (title) MAJOR REPAIR, ABANDONED STRUCFURES BOATHOUSES AND OBSTRUCTIONS TO

NAVIGATION. The owner of a boathotise of& which extends beyond below the
ordinary high;water mark of any navigable waterway and which is in a major state of disrepair
or is a material obstruction to navigation may be ordered by the department to remove the
structure boathouse from tﬁe waterWéy. The department shall follow the procedures set forth
in s. 30.03 (4) (a) for ordering removal of a structure boathouse. If such as&ueturéboathouse
is abandoned and the department, after- due diiigence, cannot locate the owner, the department
shall utilize the procedures set forth in s. 31.i87 (1) for removing the abandoned s@met&re
boathouse.r |

) APPLICABILITY. Boathouses or fixed-housebeats owned by the state or by local units
of government shall comply with this sec:tion.’ This section does not apply to any structure
boathouse listed on the national register of historic places in Wisconsin or the state register

of historic places.

(6) RuLes. The Any rules promulgated by the department may-promulgaterules

of under this section—The-rules may not govern
the aesthetic features or cblor of boathouses.

(7) PENALTIES. Any person who constructs, owns of maintains a boathouse or-fixed
houseboat in violation of this section or in violation of any order issued under this section shall
forfeit not less than $10 nor more than $50 for each offense. Each day a straeture boathouse

exists in violation of this section constitutes a separate offense.
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SecTioN 3. 30.1215 of the statutes is created to read:

30.1215 Regulation of fixed houseboats. (1) PRoHIBITION. After December 16, 1979
no fixed houseboat may be constructed or placed below the ordinary high—water mark of any
navigable waterway.

(2) MAINTENANCE. (a) The owner of a fixed houseboat extending below the ordinary
high—water mark of any navigable waterway may repair, maintain or reconstruct the fixed
houseboat.

(b) The owner of a fixed houseboat may only reconstruct the fixed houseboat within
the dimensions of the structure that existed on the effective date of this paragraph ... [revisor
inserts date].

(3) MAJOR REPAIR, ABANDONED FIXED HOUSEBOATS AND OBSTRUCTIONS TO NAVIGATION.
The owner of a fixed houseboat which extends below the ordinary high—water mark of any
navigable waterway and which is in a major state of disrepair or is a material obstruction to

navigation may be ordered by the department to remove the fixed houseboat from the -

" waterway. The department shall follow the procedures set forth in s. 30.03 (4) (a) for ordering

removal of a fixed houseboat. If such a fixed houseboat is abandoned and the department, after
due diligence, cannot locate the owner, the department shali utilize the procedures set forth
in s. 31.187 (1) for removing the abandoned fixed houseboat.

(4) AppLicaBILITY. Fixed houseboats owned by the state or by local units of government
shall comply wi.th this seétion.

(5) PeNALTIES. Any person who constructs, owns or maintains a fixed houseboat in
violation of this section or in violation of any order issued under this section shall forfeit not
less than $10 nor more than $50 for each offense. Each day a fixed houseboat exists in

violation of this section constitutes a separate offense.



7116/99 —4- WLCS: 0177/1 .

SECTION 4. Nonstatutory provisions.
(1) ArpLICABILITY. Section 30.1215 (2) (a) of the statutes, as created by this act, applies
to any repair, maintenance or reconstruction of a fixed houseboat after December 16, 1979. -

(END)
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/ 1 30.121 (title) Regulation of boathouses and houseboats. il
{ (2) 77 (@[title) Proupirions PROHIBITION. After December 16, 1975@1101199 or
i 3 fixed housebeat may be constructed or placed beyond below the ordinary high—water
% 4 mark of any navigable waterway.
5 (8) MAINTENANCE. The riparian owner of any boathouse erfixed housebeat

6 extending beyond below the ordinary high-water mark of any navigable waterway

7 may repair and maintain the boathouse er-fixed-housebeat if the cost of the repair

8 or maintenance does not exceed 50% of the equalized assessed value of the boathouse

9 orfixed housebeat. If the boathouse orfixed houseboat is not subject to aésessment,

10 the owner may make repairs if the cost of the repair or maintenance does not exceed
11 50% of the current fair market value of the boathouse er-fixed-housebeat.

@ NI W (a) The boathouse does not extend beyend below the ordinary high-water

@ mark as it existed prior to the creation of the enlargements o

14 0. )lﬂ),( MAJOR REPAIR, ABANDONED STRUCTURES BOATHOUSES AND OBSTRUCTIONS

15 TO NAVIGATION. The owner of a boathouse er-a-fixed houseboat which extends beyond
16 below the ordinary high—water mark of any navigable waterway and which is in a

17 major state of disrepair or is a material obstruction to navigation may be ordered by

18 the department to remove the strueture boathouse from the waterway. The
19 department shall follow the procedures set forth in s. 30.03 (4) (a) for ordering
20 removal of a structure boathouse. If such a strueture boathouse is abandoned and
21 the department, after due diligence, cannot locate the owner, the department shall

22 utilize the procedures set forth in s. 31.187 (1) for removing the abandoned strueture

23 boathouse.

24 (5) APPLICABILITY. Boathouses orfixedhousebeats owned by the state or by local
\ 25 units of government shall comply with this section. This section does not apply to
\\Mm
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any strueture boathouse listed on the national register of historic places in Wisconsin

or the state register of historic I,)}EEE-SJ)/ _

(6) RuLEs. qlhez@ rules promulgated by the department maypremulgate
rules-deemed-necessary to-carry-out-the-purpeses-of under this section—The-rules

may not govern the aesthetic features or color of boathouses.

(7) PENALTIES. Any person who constructs, owns or maintains a boathouse or
fixed-housebeat in violation of this section or in violation of any order issued under
this section shall forfeit not less than $10 nor more than $50 for each offense. Each

day a strueture boathouse exists in violation of this section constitutes a separate
vnlese the Hixed hovseboat wos so constrocted o

offense. \\\‘\-«». P/ace& bepare Decembe | 7_/ lq 7 9
SECTION 3. 30.1215 of the statutes is created to read:

30.1215 Regulation of fixed houseboats. (1) PROHIBITION. ;
KB no fixed houseboat may be constructed or placed below the ordinary

——
—

high-water mark of any navigable waterwaf/——__—

(2) MAINTENANCE. (a) The owner of a fixed houseboat extending below the

ordinary high-water mark of any navigable waterway may repair, maintain or
reconstruct the fixed houseboat.

(b) The owner of a fixed houseboat may only reconstruct the fixed houseboat
within the dimensions of the structure that existed on the effective date of this
parag‘r/aph .... [revisor inserts date].

(3) MAJOR REPAIR, ABANDONED FIXED HOUSEBOATS AND OBSTRUCTIONS TO
NAVIGATION. The owner of a fixed houseboat which extends below the ordinary
high-water mark of any navigable waterway and which is in a major state of

disrepair or is a material obstruction to navigation may be ordered by the

department to remove the fixed houseboat from the waterway. The department shall
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o

follow the procedures set forth in s. 30.03 (4) (a) for ordering removal of a fixed
houseboat. If such a fixed houseboat is abandoned and the department, after due
diligence, cannot locate the owner, the department shall utilize the procedures set
forth in s. 31.187 {1) for removing the abandoned fixed houseboat.

(4) AprpricABILITY. Fixed houseboats owned by the state or by local units of
government shall comply with this section.

(5) PENALTIES. Any person who constructs, owns or maintains a fixed houseboat
in violation of this section or in violation of any order issued under this section shall |
forfeit not less than $10 nor more than $50 for each offense. Each day a fixed

houseboat exists in violation of this section constitutes a separate offense.
SBflegionANonst; w;}toyy provisiofier
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(END)
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Section #. 30.121 (3m) (intro.)|of the statutes @ended to read:
) ':a} and (é))

30.121 (3m) EXCEPTION; CERTAIN SINGLE-STORY BOATHOUSES. (intro.) Notwithstanding subs. (2)

and (3), a person may construct, repair or maintain a single—story boathouse over an authorized

waterway enlargement ift

I/‘/History: 1979 c. 101; 1981 c. 117; 1983 a. 27 s. 2202 (38); 1987 a. 374, 395; 1995 a. 27.
14
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MM (b) The boathouse covers the entire enlargementyaad o

History: 1979 c. 101; 1981 c. 117; 1983 a. 27 s. 2202 (38); 1987 a. 374, 395; 1995 a. 27.

T secron . AM; 30,121 CH) 4o ()
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Section #. 30.01 (1p) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.01 (1p) “Fishing raft” means any raft, float or structure, including a raft or float with a super-
structure and including a structure located or extending below or beyond the ordinary high—water
mark of a water, which is designed to be used or is normally used for fishing, which is not normally
used as a means of transportation on water and which is normally retained in place by means of a

permanent or semipermanent attachment to the shore or to the bed of the waterway. “Fishing raft”

does not include a boathouse or-fixed-heusebeat regulated under s. 30.121 ner\a wharf or pier regu-

lated under s. 30.13.

History: 1983 a. 189; 1985 a. 243, 332; 1987 a. 374 ss. 1 t0 9, 25, 34, 35, 46 to 49, 70, 76; 1987 a. 403; 1989 a. 56;
1993 a. 236; 1995 a. 227; 1997 a. 27, 248; 1999 a. 9.
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